FEBRUARY

WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE
SERVICES BEGIN AT 10 A.M.

TODDLER CARE AND SUNDAY SCHOOL AVAILABLE

7 | FEBRUARY
A BIT OF BELL STREET HISTORY

a visit in spirit from one of James Eddy’s
daughters who was here when the church
was built and from Anna Garlin Spencer, the
first minister of Bell Street. This will be an
intergenerational service.

14 | FEBRUARY
WHAT | DID FOR LOVE

Love, whether romantic, platonic, familial or
unrequited has influenced human behavior
since the dawn of time. Through poetry, mu-
sic, dance and the visual arts love has been
celebrated and vilified. On this Valentine's
Day we will celebrate Love.

21 | FEBRUARY
THE RAG TAG ARMY

While we strive for perfection and extol the
virtues of having the right answers, in truth we
are imperfect creatures in an unpredictable
situation doing miraculous work.

28 | FEBRUARY
ABRAHAM LINCOLN

This service will explore how our sixteenth
President was able to bring about creativity
from conflict.

BELL STREET

COLUMNS

NEWSLETTER FOR THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF BELL STREET CHAPEL
ON THE ROAD TO PROVIDENCE: PROMISE

Her name means

. And Bonita is beautiful; and intelligent; and compassionate. At age 16
she graduated high school as the valedictorian. She enrolled in a local college and three years later
graduated with honors in a double major of biology and sociology. She jokes that she should have
majored in cultural anthropology but her college did not offer that course of study. Her secret dream
is to go to medical school and become a neighborhood doctor running a free clinic. However given
her circumstances that dream has been deferred. For now she waits on tables and volunteers at a
local social service agency.

Last year, Bonita was stopped for rolling through a Stop Sign (i.e. not coming to a complete halt
before proceeding.) At that time she was arrested for driving without a license and for being an un-
documented alien. It seems that when Bonita was eight-years-old her parents left Mexico and
headed north to
daughters. Since that time Bonita’s parents have worked a variety jobs and have provided a home
for Bonita and her two younger sisters.

(the United States), in order to provide a better life for themselves and their

They have lived in the west section of San Antonio wherein images of Our Lady of Guadalupe are
comfortably juxtaposed with the American flag, the Mexican flag, the Texas flag, the American ea-
gle, the image of Montezuma and image of many children playing together. In the streets, shops

and homes the residents speak English, Spanish and that odd combination of both known as
LI

It is in this section of this American city where Bonita has grown-up as an American kid with one
major difference; she does not have any documentation that she is an American. Consequently she
does not have a driver’s license, could not attend public schools (she attended parochial schools
and a small private college), was not eligible for scholarships; cannot attend medical school and
despite working since she was 16 and paying into the social security system and other payroll taxes
she has not received the benefits of that system. Bonita and her family have spent hundreds of dol-
lars on immigration lawyers who promise much and have never delivered. She remembers sitting on
the curb outside her home waiting for the promised paperwork that never arrived.

Bonita, like many others in this land, live a shadow existence; always fearful that she will be caught
and punished for pursuing the American dream. In April that dream may come to a shattering end.
She will plead her case before a magistrate who will decide whether to grant her amnesty and allow
her to stay in the United States while she continues to pursue citizenship or send her back to Mexico
where she has no family and no connection since her parents left 18 years ago. Bonita has been
offered a promise of leniency if she will implicate other members of her community. Since this would
be an anathema in both her community and her family, Bonita has refused.

Her name means in Spanish and this beautiful child of the Americas, with all the promise
she could give others, awaits her fate in San Antonio, Texas; the former capitol of the Mexican prov-
ince # §
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CONGREGATIONAL

AFFAIRS

Every January, the congregants at Bell Street Chapel get together for our annual mid-year meeting

on January 24th. This meeting gives our congregation a chance look at our successes and chal-

lenges, fine tune our goals, and make plans for the future. This year was no different. During this
year’s mid-year meeting, we reviewed our current progress, voted on our “Congregation Commit-

ment to Right Relations”, and discussed the future of our ministry.

This has been a year notable for some significant successes. This year, Bell Street Chapel reinsti-
tuted a weekly R.E. program with great success. We also are offering an adult R.E. class that was
filled. This winter, we welcomed 8 new members, and we are in the strongest financial position
we’ve been in as a church in many years. We are several steps closer to accessibility, but we need
a variance from the Fire Department before we install our new stair lift. We’ve had some challenges
as well, including the loss of some long time members.

During the meeting, by a near unanimous vote, we approved our “Congregational Commitment to
Right Relations” which serves as a goal for how we treat each other (and ourselves). This docu-
ment was the product of hard work by Meredyth Waterman, Don Laliberte, and Carol Crowley, who
brought together input from the entire congregation. There was a lively debate, highlighted by the
kinds of respectful dialogue asked for in our commitment.

The mid-year meeting also featured news from the mission and vision workgroup (Dan Greco, Phil
Smith, Brian Kovacs, Kate Gillis, and Ray Perrault), who will be developing mission and vision state-
ments for approval at the annual meeting. They outlined plans for a Mission and Vision Day in the
early spring, and had an activity during the meeting. Jasmine Appleberry highlighted the importance
of leadership to our spiritual journeys.

Finally, we began a discussion about the future of our ministry, a decision we will have to make at
our annual meeting. Should we call a minister, hire another consultant minister after Jose leaves, or
enter another period of interim ministry. Should we increase our minister’s hours to 30 hours per
week. We will have discussions about the future of our ministry during a conversation with the
board later in the spring. We are also having a congregational wide discussion concerning our fi-
nancial priorities at about the same time.

This spring, we have an opportunity to shape our future with the creation of a mission and vision,
through greater accessibility, and through hard but exciting decisions about our financial priorities

and ministerial future.

+ <A 5 +



CONGREGATIONAL

First of all, on behalf of the Worship Committee, | would like to thank
everyone who took the time and effort to fill out one or more surveys.
We so appreciate the honest feedback. Over the course of about two
months, we received approximately 20 surveys; 4 were from folks who
do not attend the church, 1 person submitted 4 or 5 surveys, 5 people
submitted 2 or more. We deduce that the detailed comments convey
the opinions of about 8-10 people. We feel we can't really say we've
gotten an accurate overview of how the full membership feels as a
whole about worship services. Of course, we could choose to believe
that everyone who didn't fill out a survey is blissfully happy with every
Sunday service they attend.

Here are some common threads from the surveys we received:

1. People really cherish the sense of community they feel in the ser-
vice. The candles of joys and sorrows deeply affect many people
and add to their sense of shared community but some people feel
a bit impatient when folks speak for a long time.

2. Some people would like a longer and quieter space for meditation.

3. Some people would like more services based on the religious
canon; the Bible, the Koran, and other holy books.

The Worship Committee has already started to work on the above is-
sues. And our suggestion box remains in place at the bottom of the
Worship Committee bulletin board in Eddy Hall, so please feel free to
give us your opinions and suggestions at any time. You will also notice
a copy of the compilation of all survey responses (great thanks to Brian
Kovacs) tacked to the board. Feel free to read and return it.

And we would love your help! It's always great to hear different voices
from the pulpit. If you're a member, and you think you might like to do
a reading, or contribute a reflection, please contact a member of the
worship committee (Audrey Greene, Chair, Brian Kovacs, Kate Gillis,
Dan Lawlor, Jasmine Appleberry and Ray Perreault.)

Also, we will be holding a worship leading workshop on Saturday,
March 27 for folks who would like to learn the ins and outs of worship
crafting and perhaps think about leading a service this summer. Even
if you're not sure about leading a service, the worship leading work-
shop is a fun time to learn about what goes into worship including a
guide to using our wonderful hymnal. We'll have breakfast and laugh a
lot. There'll be a sign-up sheet in Eddy Hall.

Thanks again to all who participated in the survey, and please, give us
your suggestions any time.
Audrey Green, Worship Committee Chair

A
BOARD BITS

In this monthly column we summarize the recent activities and decisions of the
Governing Board of Bell Street Chapel. It is our goal to keep you as informed as
possible about what we do at our meetings, as we represent and are answerable
to you, the congregation. Also, we remind you that all our meetings are open.
We would be happy if members of the congregation attended. If you would like to
make suggestions for the agenda, speak to the president, Meredyth Waterman.

Bell Street Chapel received communications from Youth Pride and Blackstone
Valley Advocacy Group thanking us for our donations to them from our Share the
Plate program.

Bell Street Chapel will certify with the Unitarian Universalist Association 66 active
members of the society this year, including the eight new members who were
welcomed on January 10.

We authorized the removal of some diseased trees from our property; Ray Per-
reault will work on getting us some lovely replacement trees. We also agreed to
change to another, less expensive snowplowing contractor unless our current
provider will meet the cheaper price.

Most of the meeting was spent planning the Mid-Year Congregational Meeting,
which will be on January 24 after the Sunday Service.

That is a summary of the important work of your Board in January.

D% % <+

A Religious Exploration class is held most Sundays for children aged 5 — 12.
After the story for all ages in church, the children go downstairs for their own
worship experience, a chance to retell and talk about the story heard in church,
and activities.

February 7 — An Intergenerational Service — The children are invited to remain
in church to hear the story about our church being built and about the first min-

ister.

February 14, 21, 28 — Story Discussion and activities



CONGREGATIONAL

AFFAIRS

The Ethical Eating Committee will sponsor "Food for the Body, Food for Thought" a meal and movie exploring the ethical eating choice of vegetarianism/
veganism. Dinner begins at 5 p.m. Saturday Feb. 6, and the movie follows. Both are free of charge. Please contact community minister, Rev. Mary Margaret
Earl, at marymearl@msn.com to sign up. (Signing up is required).

Mary Margaret and Bell Street Chapel member Annette Briand will cook up a storm of delicious vegan foods (food containing no animal ingredients) - including
desserts - and then we'll gather to watch the documentary "The Witness."

A summary from the producers of "The Witness:”
How does a construction contractor from a tough Brooklyn neighborhood become an impassioned animal advocate?

In the award-winning documentary THE WITNESS, Eddie Lama explains how he feared and avoided animals for most of his life, until the love of a kitten
opened his heart, inspiring him to rescue abandoned animals and bring his message of compassion to the streets of New York. With humor and sincerity,
Eddie tells the story of his remarkable change in consciousness."

"The Witness" has been named Best Documentary at The New Jersey International Film Festival, the Crested Butte Reel Festival, the Open Your Eyes Inter-
national Film Festival was named Best Short Film at the Artivist Film Festival.

Rev. Mary Margaret Earl

Food memories, aren't they incredibly powerful? | guess Proust had something elegant, if wordy, to say about French cookies, but | think we all can attest
to the amazing power of grandma's marinara. | can vividly remember the first time | ate tofu. It was giant blocks of plain tofu in a leathery whole wheat
crust offered with great love at a friend's commune. | remember smiling and chewing, smiling and chewing. It was years before | was ready to try cooking
with it myself. Food has such power to make us laugh, rejoice, remember.

My mother made a dish from Suriname, her home country. It was basically a chicken sautéed with tomatoes then baked with peas, potatoes, hard-boiled

eggs, and capers in a flaky pie crust. She had a special pan that was only brought out for this dish. My sister and | have each tried to reproduce it, but of

course, it never has that elusive remembered flavor. We will probably never recreate that wonderful dish because we'd really need to be eating it in our old
family kitchen, with the "colonial" wall paper and the brass Jell-O molds hanging on the wall above the stove.

Do you have a cherished food memory? The Ethical Eating Committee is contemplating a Bell Street Chapel cookbook. This would be a compilation of
members favorite old or new recipes. Some will reflect our interest in ethical eating practices. Some will simply be recipes from our family's history or our
own cooking or baking triumphs. If you have a cherished recipe that you'd like to share, please type it up, along with a brief history and attach it to an email
to me at audreyjgreene@yahoo.com in the next couple of months. Please also tell me if you'd like to help with the cookbook project.

If we have an enthusiastic response, including some volunteers to help the committee, we will begin work to compile, test the recipes, and publish our Bell
Street Cookbook! If you have any questions or are dying to throw yourself into this exciting project, please contact me at church or at the above email ad-

dress.
3

Audrey Greene
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AFFAIR

“Think for yourself and let others enjoy the privilege of doing so too.”

Voltaire
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The year continues to be a positive one when it comes to finances at Bell Street budget.
lars in the black, paying our bills consistently, and have a healthy amount in our account. We are five thousand dollars ahead of schedule with pledges, but
we also had a highly successful service auction, income from the Rhode Island Film Festival and Daydream Theater, and additional rental income. We are
also right on track with our expenses (-169.11) although with winter here our gas expenses are sure to increase. We have paid well over half of our UUA fair
share contribution (with plans to complete our fair share contribution before the end of the fiscal year). In the next few months we will be beginning the proc-
ess of our annual canvass and next year’s budget. We will have open meetings to discuss the budget as we head into next year. Please do not hesitate to
ask treasurer Jim Gillis, finance committee member Phil Smith, or | with any questions regarding our finances or budget.

As of the beginning of the year, we are over twelve thousand dol-

Greg Greco, Finance Committee Chair



CONGREGATIONAL

Please remember the deadline for the March newsletter is Sunday,
February 14, at 8 p.m. Early submissions are encouraged and ap-
preciated. Please do not wait until the last minute. Please e-mail
your submissions as a Word attachment (in .doc format,) to Richard
Corso at RichardCorso@gmail.com. Thanks!

D +" % <%

| was recently writing a letter for the information packets that we give
to visitors to Bell Street, and it occurred to me that we've been doing
such a great job being welcoming to new folks during coffee hour that
| feel comfortable ! I new people that someone will strike
up a conversation with them if they go to coffee hour.

That's really saying something. Just this week a new member men-
tioned to me that she'd visited us once years ago and got the impres-
sion then that the place was cliquish. She didn't return for years. |
certainly can see why we'd have given her that impression, since it's
only in the last couple of years that we've made a conscious effort to
practice “radical hospitality” and really work at welcoming visitors.
(That particular member got a much warmer welcome this time, I'm
relieved to say.) Our efforts are making a real difference. At one re-
cent “new UU” class for incoming members, just about every partici-
pant listed the welcoming atmosphere as one of the reasons they
wanted to be a part of our church.

Great job, everyone! Keep it up. Let's make it our guarantee that no
visitor be left behind (if you will) at coffee hour. If you see someone
you don't know at coffee hour, introduce yourself. Ask them what
brought them here and offer to answer their questions. Introduce them
to others so they understand that we all welcome them, and bring
them into conversations about what's going on at church. It's a great
way to put them at ease and to meet new, interesting people yourself.

A no-awkward-loneliness-at-coffee-hour guarantee is a bold state-
ment for a church to make, but we're all about bold commitments here
at Bell Street. Please be a part of making good on it!

Meredyth Waterman, President

AFFAIR

RALLY FOR MARRIAGE EQUALITY—
FEBRUARY 10, 4:00 PM

Please join Marriage Equality Rhode Island and marriage equality supporters
from all over the state to rally at the State House Rotunda on Wednesday,
February 10, 4:00 pm. As an added bonus, you will get to hear the Bell Street
Chapel Choir sing! This is a great opportunity to put our faith as Unitarian
Universalist into action. For more information please see Richard Corso or go
to www.marriageequalityri.org.

During our Worship Service on Sunday, January 10, Bell Street Chapel wel-
comed eight new members. Please join us in welcoming our newest mem-
bers:

Jack Amoureux

Mike Durette

Sally Gabb

Beth Grossi

Dan Lawlor

Angela Mazaris

Ellen Smith

Stuart Smith.
We were also happy to bestow “honorary service membership” upon Ellen
Smith’s service dog Maggie. We are thrilled to have you all with us!

Due to scheduling conflicts, the Membership and Caring (M & C) Committee has
had to reschedule our meeting in February. We decided to schedule our meet-
ing on Sunday, February 28 at 11:30 am in the Parish House next door to the
Chapel. If you have always wanted to know what our committee does, but were
afraid to ask, now is your chance. This is a great opportunity to get to know the
M & C Committee and learn about all the wonderful things we do. Please join
us, on February 28.

The M & C Committee has also designed our bulletin board in Eddy Hall. Many
thanks to Meredyth Waterman and Don Laliberte for doing this. As part of the
design we have directory updates available. These pink forms are available in
the bin to the left of the bulletin board. If you are a member or friend of Bell
Street Chapel and would like to be included in our next directory update, please
fill out a form and deposit it into the mailbox directly below our bulletin board.
We would like to have a new directory out by the end of February and request
the folks have any additions or deletions to the current directory done by Sun-
day, February 14.

Richard Corso, Membership and Caring Committee Chair
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INSINE

ALENDAR OF EVENTS

PH=PARISH HOUSE | S=SANTUARY | EH=EDDY HALL | MPL=MEET IN PARKING LOT | MO=MINISTER’S OFFICE | OS=OFFSITE | L=LIBRARY

1

6 pm Empire Re-
view rehearsal (S)

6 pm Books
Through Bars (PH

2

6:30 pm Worship
Committee (PH)

7 pm PEAC (EH)

3

6 pm Order of Ser-
vice deadline

4

7 pm Outside
Group (PH)

6

8am Meditation
(EH)

5 pm Food for the
body, Food for
Thought (EH)

5

9 am Choir (S)

10 am Service (S)
11 am Coffee Hour
(EH)

11:30 am Cross-
roads Project (EH)
1 pm Books
Through Bars (PH)

8

6 pm Empire Re-
view rehearsal (S)
6 pm Books
Through Bars (PH)
6:30 pm Finance
Committee (PH)

9

6:45 pm Govern-
ing Board (PH)

7 pm PEAC (EH)

10

6 pm Order of Ser-
vice deadline

11

12

6:30 pm Movie
Night (EH)

13

8 am Meditation
(EH)

14

9 am Choir (S)

10 am Service (S)

11 am Coffee Hour
11:30 Cleaning Blitz
11:30 am Discussion
Group (PH)

1 pm Books (PH)

8 pm Newsletter

15

6 pm Empire Re-
view rehearsal (S)

6 pm Books
Through Bars (PH)

16

7 pm PEAC (EH)

7:15 pm House
Committee (PH)

17

6 pm Order of Ser-
vice deadline

18

19

7 pm Drumming
Circle (EH)

20

8 am Meditation
(EH)

21

9 am Choir (S)

10 am Service (S)
11 am Coffee Hour
(EH)

1 pm Books

22

6 pm Empire Re-
view rehearsal (S)

6 pm Books
Through Bars (PH)

23

6:30 pm Peace
and Social Justice
Committee (PH)

7 pm PEAC (EH)

24

6 pm Order of Ser-
vice deadline

7 pm RIIFF Best of
2009 Festival En-

25

26

27

28

9am Choir (S)

9am Newsletter
Folding (EH)

10 am Service (S)

11 am Coffee Hour
(EH)

11:30 am Member-
ship Committee
(PH)

11:30 am RE Com-
mittee (PH)

1 pm Books (PH)




FIiLM NIGHTS AT BELL STREET CHAPEL

Bell Street Chapel in conjunction with the Rhode Island International Film Festival (RIIFF) are pleased to announce the following film nights

LGBT MOVIE NIGHT RI INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 20090 ENCORE SCREENINGS
February 12, 6:30 PM — Eddy Hall February 24, 7:00 PM—Eddy Hall

" YABY(C(+ 6 % 4 Join us on Wednesday night, February 27 at 7:00 PM as we celebrate
4 : ) the best of the 2009 Rhode Island International Film Festival. As al-
FHE(=+ , A ways a discussion of the films immediately follows the screenings. This
$ month’s offerings are:
>-" A +'F 9 + — Fredric has lost the fire in his belly and wants it back.
1 After signing up for an unorthodox self-improvement program, Fredric is
forced to watch his life play out, while a new improved version of himself
5 o A walks in his shoes.
- —Being deaf, the two communicate via an old, tethered
YO = A % » clothesline that joins their two buildings across a fantastical distance.
6 J + % & + 0 ; 5 The premise unfolds as Leon attempts to convince Frida that although
A her beauty, talents and everything else has faded, there is plenty of life
K " + in life. He does so by sending messages & messages written on under-
wear.
$ A # 0 ; D A I " GFollows the journey of two men as they re-
+ 6 4 1 flect on the stresses and strains that tear families apart, parental respon-
sibility, moral values, guilt and life choices

The Religious Society
of Bell Street Chapel

5 Bell Street, Providence, Rhode Island 02909
Phone (401) 273-5678 | contact@bellstreetchapel.org

“Love is the spirit of our church
and service is its law.
This is our great covenant:
To dwell together in peace,
To seek the truth in love,

And to help one another.”



